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AUDUBON ARTISTIC NOTEBOOK

Kathy Fox captured a view of a gulf
fritillary butterfly laying eggs on a vine.

Carly Rowton sent photos of her family’s vacation in
Yellowstone and Grand Teton National Parks. She saw
many animals, but no wolves. She recommends
reading wolf books by Rick Mcintyre. Looks like a
great trip for animal views!
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Book Review
by Megan Corrigan

Ever since my phone brought the
internet to my fingertips, | have been
reading fewer books, but a small book
on the new books shelf at Pittsburg
Public Library caught my eye. It was by
Robin Wall Kimmerer, author of
“Braiding Sweetgrass,” about the
importance of the relationship between
humans and nature. Kimmerer has won
a McArthur Fellowship and a John
Burroughs award for her writing, so |
know | want to read “Braiding
Sweetgrass” and | have checked it out
more than once. But it’s 400 pages and
| always get sidetracked and have to
return it before | have time to read it.
Sigh.

So, | was interested to see a small
book, one that given its size might have
been published a century ago as a Little
Blue Book, by Kimmerer called “The
Serviceberry”. This, | thought, | can
manage to read. Especially because
some of the pages are illustrations! And
read it | did.

Kimmerer’s main point is that we are
taught the economy is based on
scarcity (demand should exceed supply,
you can never have too much money or
private property, you can take stuff out
of the ground for free and sell it for your
own profit to people who don’t have it in
their ground, etc.) but that if you look at
nature, it’s abundance that creates
sustainability. She points to the
serviceberry, a tree that produces an
abundance of berries each season as
part of what she calls a “gift economy.”

Kimmerer points to human examples
of gift economies based on abundance
— little free libraries, back yard zucchini
harvests, free farm stands, and many

more. She calls this biomimicry, which
is a term | have mostly heard in
reference to architecture and
engineering (Velcro being the common
example), so thinking about biomimicry
on a systems level was new to me.

She also questions the paradigm of
the Tragedy of the Commons — that
whenever a resource is shared,
someone will overuse it and eventually
ruin it for everyone. This is a paradigm |
learned in more than one Pitt State
class for my sustainability degree and
never questioned. Kimmerer asks what
if it's wrong, and it’s simply an argument
used by those who want to privatize
resources to justify their privatization?
And she cites research by Elinor
Ostrum, a Nobel prize winning
economist whose work showed that
communities can share resources
sustainably.

This may sound overly academic, but
the book is an easy read, very
accessible, and, as | mentioned, there
are charming line drawings. It also may
sound didactic, but Kimmerer is realistic
about the fact that an entrenched
economic system built on scarcity will
not be upended by neighbors sharing
zucchini.

What “The Serviceberry” does very
well is provide an ethical footing for gift
economies rooted in the natural world,
and a vocabulary to apply to human gift
economies. Kimmerer recognizes that
gift economies tend to occur on small,
local scales, but she points out that
each of us lives our lives in small local
communities, so it’'s something every
person can take part in and benefit
from. Personally, | feel like “The
Serviceberry” should be our
generation’s “Silent Spring”, a wake up
call to get us all thinking more about
sustainability.




Happenings in Southeast KS

Gabe McClain was
sighted on several
properties researching
prothonotary warblers.
Sperry-Galligar Audubon
built bird boxes for the

project.

Our annual May Picnic attracted a sizable group of chapter
members who enjoyed the chicken dinner and a presentation by
Nova Clark, Marais des Cygne Wildlife Refuge.

Cindy Ford
photographed an
interpreter at Stone
Henge, England, having
a “discussion” with a
rook (member of the
crow family).
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EVENTS & ETC.

Want to learn
more about birds?
Check out this
event.

Kansas Ornithological Society
(KOS) will hold a conference here
on the Pittsburg State University

campus.

September 26-28
Student presentations Saturday, a
banquet Saturday night, and field
trips Sunday morning followed by

a compilation meeting.

Public is invited.

Contact Andy George,
Department of Biology, for details.

meetings in June, July,

st. (November/

announced.)




