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February Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 

Presentation  
………………………………… 
February 28 — “Jewels in  

 the Garden” by  
Chuck Otte, Natural Re-

sources Agent for K-State 

Research and Extension, 

Geary County  

………………………………… 
Those tiny jewels that hover 

over tuberous flowers and 

sugar water feeders delight us 

with aerodynamic flying skills.  

Can you guess which birds 

these are? 

 

To receive an e-newsletter:  

send your e-mail address to 

Cindy Ford, Editor. 

Daffodils and Woodcocks 

 About the time the welcome green 

leaves of daffodils make their appearance in ear-

ly spring, listen carefully in the evening for an-

other early spring event – American woodcock 

“peents”.  It is no surprise that daffodils will 

catch your attention more readily, but once you 

tune in to woodcock display calls, you will find 

yourself  “cocking” your ear toward the 

“woods” more evenings than not during the 

display season.  The display is done by the male 

attracting the female for breeding.  The male 

bird “peents” on the ground after which he flies 

in a wide spiral quite high in the air.  At that 

height his wings twitter (which you can hear) 

and then he gives chirps as he drops to the 

ground near a female woodcock.  He will then 

continue his “peent” calls on the ground -- start-

ing the cycle all over again. 

  

 Technically, the American woodcock is 

considered a shorebird, although it prefers low-

lying woods with shrubby growth rather than a 

grassy marsh.  The bird has a long bill that is 

flexible at the end in order to probe for earth-

worms and other invertebrates.  The flexible bill 

probably can feel the earthworm under the sur-

face of the ground.  Not only is a woodcock 

oddly shaped, but it moves strangely through 

the leaves where it seems to walk heavily while 

not moving its head as it moves.  Some behav-

iorists think this may make the earthworms 

move in the soil. 

    

Toward the end of the display season, 

the female woodcock lays eggs in a nest on the 

ground.  The chicks must be fed by the female 

for three or four days and then they start prob-

ing in the soil for their own food.  American 

woodcocks do not flock the rest of the year. 

 

 In order to know about wood-

cocks, you need to be crepuscular since the bird 

is very secretive during the day.  Woodcock 

camouflage will hide the bird effectively in 

leaves.  If you come too close to the bird, it will 

“explode” into the air just as you are about to 

step on it.  It seems to fly straight up.  Even 

though startling to birders, the woodcock sight-

ing is always memorable. 

 

American woodcocks are common in 

our part of Kansas.  For the last several years, 

the Sperry-Galligar Audubon Chapter has spon-

sored “Woodcocks and Waffles”.  This has been 

a gathering of Audubon members in the evening 

to listen and view woodcocks displaying.  After 

the thrill (or at least the anticipation), we satisfy 

our appetites with a waffle dinner.  If we can 

confirm sightings this year, we will send out an 

impromptu invitation to gather.  Even if we do 

not hear the American woodcocks, we will see 

daffodils! 

      Cindy Ford 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=daffodil&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=sY1yDtwtwyzdgM&tbnid=VfvwqqHDemJ_8M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.allaboutmygarden.com%2F2013%2F02%2Fpeter-barr-the-king-of-daffoldils%2F&ei=wn4iUcA56NDZBci2gLAC&bvm=bv.
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Board Meeting Highlights  

Barb Robins, Secretary 

Financial Statement 

Liz Mangile, Treasurer 

 
January 2013 
 

Beginning Balance ………………….   $4,619.77 

 

Debits 

Newsletter, door prizes for the year 

        Total …………………………….    $     48.81 

 

Credits 

Local dues, suet cakes sold 

        Total …………………………….    $   112.50 

 

Ending balance ……………………..    $ 4,683.46 

 

January Audubon Presentation 

Meagan Duffee 

 

General Meeting Happenings — January 2012 

Bird Sightings:  Trumpeter swans at Columbus and Nevada, Eagles at Stella, 

Pelicans, a Woodcock heard. 

 
Waffles and Woodcocks:  As soon as the birds are sighted we’ll have a 

gathering.  Watch the website. 

 

Bird Pin:  Martha Price, for 200 species sighted. 
Truck for Seed Sale?  Bob Mangile issued a plea for loan of a covered 

truck for the next sale in lieu of 

   renting one. 

 
Door Prizes:  Denise Elder (two SEK Humane Society chili feed tickets and 

Eric Yates (ceramic owl). 

Attending:   Meagan Duffee, Cindy & Steve Ford,  

Delia Lister, Bob & Liz Mangile, Diane McCallum,  

Barb Robins, Emmett & Ruth Sullivan,. 

Call To Order (Meagan): 6:00 p.m. 
Treasurer’s Report (Liz): Checking account balance 

of $4,604.85. 
Next Program:  “Jewels in the Garden” by Chuck 

Otte. 

Field Trips:  Nothing in the near, cold future. 
Sperry-Galligar House Spring Tour:  Steve will 

check to find the best date for the caretakers. 
Education/Conservation Projects:   Several ideas 

were discussed, which we will consider at a later date. 
Waffles and Woodcocks:  We are willing to have 

an event if the woodcocks appear and cooperate. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:35. 

 Everyone has a favorite spot 

which calls to him/her to return again 

and again.  PSU graduate student Mea-

gan Duffee’s is Yellowstone National 

Park, and she shared her second visit 

with us in her presentation, 

“Treasures of Yellowstone.”  She visit-

ed different sites this time, spent sev-

en days, and took thousands of pho-

tos. 
   Meagan is an accomplished photog-

rapher, and we thoroughly enjoyed 

her flora and fauna shots.  Everyone wants to see the big mammals, and we 

were not disappointed with telephoto, seemingly-in-your-face views of 

pronghorn, grizzly and black bears, mule deer, bison, gray wolves, moose, 

and elk.  The smaller critters—snowshoe hare, marmot, golden-mantled 

ground squirrel, dusky grouse, and violet-green swallow, to name a few—

were also interesting and exotic to us Eastern Kansans.  Flowers blooming in 

Yellowstone in mid-summer included Indian paintbrush, yellow columbine, 

and fringed gentian. 
   We were also treated to some thermal features off the beaten path (Lone 

Star Geyser was Meagan’s favorite).  Grand Geyser was a spectacular sight 

with 200-300 ft. gushes.  We also received tips on other must-see sites. 
   Meagan invoked a few chuckles when describing 

“what not to do” while visiting the park, and “the 

idiots of Yellowstone” who did them all. 
   We’ll look forward to her future visits, which she 

plans to make next summer, and sometime in the 

winter. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=lone+star+geyser&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=27B5YjJph0wW9M&tbnid=siy-aAvNhyOBqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tripadvisor.com%2FShowUserReviews-g60999-d140533-r1421631-Lone_Star_Geyser-Yellowstone_National
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=grand+geyser&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=ll7bYiP4kBv_3M&tbnid=9hjj_DGCOOwdiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nps.gov%2Ffeatures%2Fyell%2Fslidefile%2Fthermalfeatures%2Fgeysers%2Fupper%2FPage-11.htm&ei=CsYiUa-5
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Send your newsletter  

articles, bird  

sightings, and  

nature notes to  

C. Ford by Mar 10. 

 

Meagan Duffee 

Photos 

Trumpeter swan 

Dickcissel 

Monarch butterfly 

Bob Mangile’s Critter Connection 

          Needed:  Loan of covered bed truck for next year’s           
bird seed sale.  Contact Bob Mangile. 

 
        

  
      Thanks to Donna Mansell and Carol Newcomb for the refreshments at the last meeting.  If you would 

like to help with refreshments at the meetings, please contact Liz Mangile to get details.  If you need to find 

out if you are already on the list for this year, please check the Sperry-Galligar Audubon website. 

 On the few occasions I’ve watched woodpeckers pecking out a nesting cavity I 

have wondered why they make a round hole.  Yep, that sounds crazy but I have a ten-

dency to think about things that are really none of my business!  Carpenter bees make 

such a perfect round hole in wood that one would think it was done with machinery. Or-

gan Pipe mud dauber wasp make a series of adjoined round mud cavities in which they lay 

their eggs and Cliff Swallows make round mud nests with a round opening. Birds build 

round nests and lay rounded eggs.  Beavers construct round domed lodges. Rounded, 

as opposed to squared, seems to be Nature’s standard shape. 

 
 Enter Home sapiens the modern-day builders, who 

started with round grass huts, teepees and igloos -now 

prefers things with corners, e.g., squares and rectangles.   

They cut up the landscape into square sections of land, lay 

out cities with a town square bordered with rectangular 

lots.  They use rectangular materials to build square/

rectangular houses with square rooms covered with 

squared plywood, ceiling blocks and tile and then add 

more square things, e.g., tables, cabinets, doors, stoves, 

washing machines, refrigerators, televisions, and even the 

kitchen sink!  Unlike woodpeckers, carpenter bees and 

beavers modern-day humans seem to have a concept of 

“square” and the ability to make square materials.  

 
 A “round” house with the same perimeter as a square house contains more 

area/space. There is more efficiency in “round” than in “square”. Yet, we keep making 

square houses because in many instances round isn’t as practical as it was for the wood-

pecker and the carpenter bee.  Round semi-trailers and round shipping boxes just would 

not work in our society.  So how long after the invention of the wheel did we envision 

the square?  Surely someone has written a book about this! 

 
 Several generations ago a person who was 

traditional, reliable and honest was considered 

square. More recently being labeled a “square” is an 

insult for someone out of touch. Interestingly humans 

live in an environment full of squares but in Nature 

round seems to be the rule. Look around and see for 

yourself!  Talk with your professor(s)  - physics, biolo-

gy, anatomy, psychology, etc. - and ask them why? 

[Note: All squares are rectangles but not all rectangles 

are squares.] # # #  

 



 

 

Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society 

Newsletter 

P.O. Box 205 

Pittsburg, KS 66762 
Meetings are held the last Thursday 

of the month. No meetings in June July, or Au-

gust. (Nov/Dec meeting date to be announced) 

From 7:00 pm  to 9 pm,  in Room 102, Yates 

Hall. PSU Campus, Pittsburg, KS.  

Refreshments served and Guests Welcome. 

Application for Membership  

Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society 

  

 For first-time National Audubon membership, send  $20.00 and become 

a member of both organizations, receive 6 copies of Audubon Magazine annually and 

8 copies of Sperry-Galligar Newsletter.  Please make your check to:  Sperry-Galligar 

Audubon. 

 YES I wish to become a FIRST-TIME member of National Audubon and Sperry-Galligar 

Audubon.  ($20.00). 

 

 For only local or renewal membership, send $15.00 for membership of 

Sperry-Galligar Audubon and receive the 8 newsletters per year informing you of all 

our local activities.  Please make your check to:  Sperry-Galligar Audubon  

____YES I wish to become a RENEWING member of the local chapter ($15.00). 

 

Future National Audubon renewals:  Send Audubon mailer forms  

       directly to National.  

 

Mail to: 

Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 205 

Pittsburg, Kansas 66762-0205 

    

  

Name___________________________________________________ 

       

Address_________________________________________________ 

 

City____________________________________________________ 

   Phone ________________________________________________    

 

e-mail address____________________________________________ 

Attention All 
Members 

Pay membership dues in September.  Please consider paying local membership 
dues.  Our chapter receives 100% of the local dues only.  HOWEVER, you can sub-
scribe to both.  Either way you get the newsletter.  
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Please Print 

Visit our website: 
 

http://sperry-galligar.com/ 

Fieldtrips, Events, 

& 

Miscellany 

Great Backyard Bird Count 

 
You may want to catch this event next February.  

Mark you calendars to participate in this national 

bird count.  It is a lot of fun...and you can watch 

from the comfort of your home. 

 
This year the "Great Backyard Bird Count" was 

February 15-18.  Anyone can participate from any-

where at the time of their choosing.  Details can be 

found by clicking on the link from our  

Field Trip/Events web page http://sperry-

galligar.com/FieldTr.html 

 

Bob Mangile 

NEW AUTHOR DEBUTS HER BOOK 

 
Diane McCallum, long-time member of the Sperry-

Galligar Audubon, has just published her first novel,   

entitled Outsider.  The book can be found on 

amazon.com.  Under “books” type in Diane’s name. 

 

It is a suspense novel that has taken her several 

years to write.  Grab a copy to read in the evenings 

(when you cannot watch birds anyway). 

http://sperry-galligar.com/FieldTr.html
http://sperry-galligar.com/FieldTr.html


 

 


